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should anyone interfere with their cock-fighting,
their drinking, their lust?   This sort of thing
must be put a stop to.   Other incitements, hap-
pily invented, were not lacking.    Wesley was in
Spanish pay, plotting for the invasion of England ;
he was one of the Pretender's agents, for he was
certainly a Papist in disguise ; he had been pun-
ished for illegally selling gin ; he had tried to hang
himself, but had been cut down at the last moment.
Of course such a mad dog must be hunted ! And
then, a public speaker is always fair game, or
seems so to half-witted elements, and the Metho-
dists deliberately went amongst the most degraded
of the people.    Go not only to those who need
you, Wesley told his helpers, but to those who need
you most.   Again, the mob was egged on by the
self-styled gentlemen, who were very well content
with their placid religion, and who, not without
just cause, dreaded enthusiasm, knowing well from
the history of the last century what it might lead
to.   And why disturb the submerged tenth in this
way ?   Wesley felt instinctively that the educated
Christians were his worst enemies,  with their
indifference (worst of insults), their security in
their faith, and it was for them that he reserved
his sermons on hell-fire and the wrath to come,
preaching the love of God to the poor.   As for the
magistrates, apart from sharing the feelings of
their class, they could not help seeing that though
the Methodists might not incite to riot, it was
on account of them that riots took place.   And